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How to contact us 
 
 
 
Church Office: 01935 434404 
 
 
Bookings: Pam Downton 01935 422472 
                 pam.downton@talktalk.net 
 
 
Website: www.yeovilbaptistchurch.org.uk 
 
 
Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/yeovilbaptistchurch/ 
 
A large print version of the magazine is available on the website for you to 
view/print. 
 
 
 
 
 
If you would like to contribute to the next magazine (April/May, please contact one 
of the Editorial Team below by 7th March. 
 
Julia Bennett julia.bennett3074@gmail.com 
Linda Bleazard darren.bleazard@sky.com 
Clare Day clare1975.day@btinternet.com 
Sarah Smalley sjhazeldine70@googlemail.com 
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Letter from the Minister 
  
 
Superbowl LIII (that’s in old Latin, 53 in old English!) is coming up fast – Sunday 
3rd February to be precise!  It’s the culmination of the American Football season, 
and it’s a BIG event! Think of the FA Cup Final plus Wimbledon and then add a 
large dose of Boat Race and you’re somewhere in the right vicinity!  In America, 
on Superbowl weekend, pretty much the whole nation stops and - even if you 
don’t like American football - everyone goes to or hosts a Superbowl Party!  It is 
the event that annually tops the TV ratings and, because of the huge numbers 
watching, there is fierce competition and intense rivalry amongst big companies, 
brands and labels to produce the most memorable, best loved advert during the 
commercial breaks!  The cost of buying that air time during the game is insane! 
 
 
I’ve been to a few American Superbowl parties and hosted a good few myself too. 
You’re very welcome to this year’s by the way - and I can explain the rules and 
where the ball is if necessary!  On the rare occasions when the game hasn’t been 
that good or you’re watching with a bunch of disinterested people who have no 
idea what is going on(!) ...the atmosphere is always fun, full of anticipation and 
excitement.  Americans are invariably good hosts and good “party animals!”  
 
 
Which makes me wonder!  Banquets, suppers, feasts, meals – they can be found 
with constant regularity and high levels of frequency throughout the Bible.  Jesus 
was well known as a “foodie” and party goer.  Although in some quarters, He got 
the reputation of partying with the “wrong” people – like those tax collectors and 
other assorted “sinners” – this never seemed to faze Jesus nor, apparently, did it 
ever stop Him going to the next party!  It’s also interesting that of all the things 
Jesus could have chosen to help us remember Him after He returned to heaven, 
He chose a meal...how interesting!  And, further to that, when we consider what 
happens next - as in what happens after Jesus returns – all of this is frequently 
described in terms of a meal, a banquet or a wedding feast. 
 
 
Most of us live busy lives.  Some of us prefer to keep ourselves to ourselves, 
others are happy to exist in our own little group of friends or family.  I’m convinced 
Jesus wants us to throw a few parties every now and then…and invite all sorts of 
people.  Of course, Sunday worship each week should have celebratory elements 
but it’s also good to look out for an opportunity to invite others round, or meet up 
somewhere, to celebrate something or someone.  There are many, many troubles 
and difficulties, disasters and trials in the world (and that’s without mentioning 
Brexit!),  as people of faith, those who are seeking to follow Jesus and carry the 
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hope that is packed into, and flows out of, this amazing unique Person, we always 
have a good reason to throw a good party!  
  
 
Hope to see you at the next one sometime soon! 
 
 
  

Dave 
 
 

 

 
   

4 



 

 

Weekly Activities 
 

Sunday Services 
 
We meet each Sunday at 10:30 am both at South Street and at 
Lockwood Court and at 6:30 on 17th March, 7th and 21st April 
 

Happy Hour Fellowship 
Meets each Monday at 2:30 pm in Newnam Chapel Lounge 
 
Short service with speaker each week.  Open to all. 
Contact Jan Cook 
 

Harmony 
Meets each Monday at 7:30 pm in Newnam Chapel Lounge 
 
YBC’s singing group, learning new and old worship hymns.  
Contact Sarah Smalley 
 

Girls Brigade 
Meets each Tuesday during term time from 6 pm 
 
Introducing girls aged 4 to 18 to become followers of the Lord 
Jesus Christ through enrichment of life 
Contact Kate Overd 
 

Lockwood Court Fellowship 
Meets each Wednesday at 2:45 pm at Lockwood Court, Stiby Road 
 
Short service with speaker each week, open to all.  
Contact Betty Williams 
 

Boys’ Brigade 
Meets each Wednesday in term time from 6.30 pm 
 
Promoting Christ to boys aged 5 to 18 meeting each week 
for fun activities. 
Contact Andy Voizey 
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Morning Prayers 
Meets each Thursday at 10:30 am in Newnam Chapel Lounge 
 
Meeting with the Lord,  praying for the world, community and church 
family. 
Contact Linda Lovell 
 

Craft Group 
Meets each Thursday at 1 pm - 3 pm in Newnam Chapel 
Lounge 
 
£1 per session - Teaching sessions with card making, 
patchwork and flower arrangement or bring your own materials. 
Contact Anne Plympton 
 

Coffee Morning 
Held each Friday at 10:00 am in the Newman Chapel 
Lounge  
 
Come and join us for coffee and cake in a friendly place 
where you can always find someone to chat with. 
Contact Anna Redman 
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March and April Events 
 
MARCH 
 
31st March  - 11 am Church service start due to the Yeovil Half 
Marathon starting earlier that morning outside the church, it is also 
Mothers’ Day and BST begins! Don’t forget clocks go FORWARD 
an hour. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
APRIL 
Check the notice sheet for more news about Easter events 
 
14th Palm Sunday 
 
18th Maundy Thursday 7PM - Evening Communion 
 
19th Good Friday - Walk of Witness 11am 
 
 
21st Easter Sunday 10:30AM – we’re hoping and praying we 

have a baptismal service 
Evening Communion 6.30pm 
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Monthly Activities 
 
Encounter 
Meets monthly on the 1st Friday at 
7 pm in the Sanctuary 
 
A chance to encounter God in a 
variety of ways. From lively music to 
quiet prayer space each month is 
different but the aim is the same, to 
learn, to grow and deepen our faith in 
God.  All ages welcome to join in this 
time of fellowship.  
 
 
 
 

Contact Nigel Williams 

 Breakfast Talk 
Meets every couple of months 
 
£5 for a full breakfast. 
 
2019 Dates: 
9th Mar 
4th May 
13th July 
14th September 
9th November 
 
Contact Keith Andrews 

  

 Solid Rock 
Meets fortnightly (see website for 
details) 
Open to all young people from Year 7 
to age 18, a chance to socialise and 
learn more about God.  
 
Contact Nigel Williams 
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Welcome to February/ March edition of the youth zone 
 
 
In this edition we will be looking at two special days that happen in February and 
March which both share one thing and that is love. Both days we show special 
people how we feel but we should be sharing love to one another every day.  
 
 
 
Arts and crafts- How to make a God Loves us mobile.  
 
 
From the Bible - All about love.  
 
 
Ideas for Mothers Day.  
 
 
Just for Fun 
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How to make God Loves Us mobile which can be used as a prayer mobile.  
 

 
 
What you need.  
 
White card, red paper,wool,scissors, sticky tape.felt tips.  

 
Take the white card and cut out a cloud shape. 

 
 
 
 

Take 3 lengths of wool, and stick on the back of the 
white card cloud using the sticky tape.  
 

 
On the front of the cloud using the felt tips write God 
Loves us so we should love others . 1 John 4:11.  
 
 
 
 
On the red paper draw some hearts  
Carefully using the scissors cut them out  
Using a felt tip write people who you love  
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Using the glue stick on the hearts to the wool. If you 
want to hang the mobile stick a piece of wool at the top 
using sticky tape.  
 
 
Enjoy using your love mobile, use it to help you pray for all the people listed.  
 
 

 
 
The 14th February is St Valentine’s Day where we should tell someone special we 
love them, but there is someone very special that loves us.  
God loves us whatever we do and throughout the bible there's lots of verses about 
love.  
 

Countdown to Valentine’s Day.  
 
Why not countdown to Valentine's day by making a love jar by writing or printing 
out 14 readings, decorating around the verses and then placing them into a jar 
and then from 1st February every evening at meal times someone can take one 
and read it out and it could start a great talking point. Or why not make something 
similar to a advent calendar and have a verse a day and maybe a treat or better 
still put the verses in an envelope with a treat and give a special person or people 
one everyday until Valentine’s day. 
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Where to find love in the Bible. 
 
Here are 10 verses for you to get started. Then using your bibles find 4 more.  

 
- Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, his love endures forever. 1 

Chronicles 16;34 
 

- Above all love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of 
sins. 1 Peter 4;8 

 
- Be devoted to one another in brotherly love, honour one another above 

yourselves. Romans 12;10  
 

- Dear Friends let us love one another for love comes from God. 
1 John 4;7  
 

- Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in 
truth. 1 John 3;18  

 
- Love the Lord your God with all your soul with all your strength. 

Deuteronomy 6;5.  
 

- For God so loved the world that he gave his only son that whoever 
believes in him will not perish but have eternal life  John 3;16 
 

- Be completely humble and gentle, be patient. Bearing with one another in 
love. Ephesians 4;2  

 
- You shall love the Lord your God with all your soul and all your mind. 

Matthew 22-37 
 

- Keep yourselves in the love of God. Jude 1;21 
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God shows us his love so we can in turn love others so they can see God’s love 
also. In this way his love will go on forever. Through families through 
generations,everyone has a part to play in sharing God’s love.  
 
It’s thats time of year when we celebrate Mothers, so on 31st March why not do 
something lovely for your mum. Not sure what you can get your Mum? Haven’t 
got lots of money? Then don’t worry you have come to the best place.  
 
Mums are very special, we celebrate them because it tells you in the bible to 
respect your Mother (and Father) and Jesus did just that. We sometimes forget 
that Jesus had parents, we think of them in the christmas story but then forget that 
they actually looked after him throughout his life. But I suspect there were times 
when Mary and Joseph despaired at what Jesus was doing, like when he went 
missing on the journey home, but equally there were times when Jesus thought 
his parents didn’t understand anything. But working together and finding a way 
through difficulties builds good relationships. So love and respect your Mum and 
show how much you care.  
 
Here is a few ideas of things you could give your Mum.  
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CARDS,  
 
Why not make your Mum a lovely card, this card is 
easy to make and I’m sure your mum will love it.  
 
 
What you need -  Card, white and different colour 
paper, glue scissors, a ruler, felt tips.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fold the card in half this will make your card  
Using a ruler make equal strips using the white or 
whatever colour paper you like.  
Carefully cut the strips out then starting at the top put 
some glue on one end of the strip and stick it at the 
centre of you card. Continue sticking the strips in a circle 
like this. 
 
Glue the free end of the strip at the top and then fold 
over and stick in the middle repeat until all strips are 
folded and stuck in the middle.  
 
 
 
 

Using a different coloured paper, draw a small circle (using 
the lid of the glue).  Carefully cut out the circle and then 
glue at the centre of your flower.  For variety, why not try 
different colours, different lengths of paper or maybe have 
two flowers. Then finish by putting on a stem and leaves 
maybe using paper or just felt tips.  
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Present  
  
Want something special for your mum that will make her feel special and could 
last all year? Look no further, Why not make a 52 reasons why jar. 
 

 
You will need a clean empty jam jar, label, 
sticky post it notes in different colours, 
stickers, paint or other things to decorate the 
jar.  
 
 

 
- Decorate the jar with whatever you like maybe paint or stickers.  

 
- Take the label and write “52 reasons why you are the worlds best Mum”.  

 
- Using the sticky notes cut them into 55 small strips, and decide what you 

want theme you want for each colour such as “reasons why I love you”, 
“remember when” and “readings of the week”.  You might have some other 
ideas. Write your theme on one strip of each colour and stick them on the 
front of the jar so your Mum can see what the colours mean. Then on each 
colour write down the reasons or memory or reading. Fold them up and 
place in the jar. That’s it and now your Mum will be able to chose one every 
week for the whole year.  

 
If you find this hard then why not just put little things in the jar for your mum, such 
as tea bags, hand cream, sweets, chocolate.  
 
I hope your Mum loves her present.  
  

15 



 

 

   

16 



 

News from Uganda 
 
It’s a miracle”... 
 
These were the words spoken by the recently retired 
Headmaster at the school where Mission Direct have spent 
the last 6 months building 3 nursery classrooms. He had 
come back to see the almost completed work and was almost 
speechless. ‘Praise God, it’s a miracle! I have been praying for years that we 
could have a new classroom and God has answered my prayers with 3 new 
classrooms!’ 
 
The Head Teacher could clearly remember the day that 
Mission Direct had turned up at his school unannounced and 
asked if they could look around the school and have a 
conversation with him. Mission Direct were looking for a new 
project for 2018 and it had been suggested that this school 
could be the project they were looking for. Simon, MD In-Country Manager was 
not sure, the school was much further into the countryside than any previous 
project and would involve a lot of daily travelling for the volunteers along fairly 
bumpy roads, but as Simon saw the desperate need at  this school for new 
classrooms and the genuine longing from the Head Teacher and teachers to 
provide a good education for the children in this very poor community, so it 
seemed that God was saying... here is your next project. Conversations continued 
over these next few months with council officials and the Anglican diocese as this 
is a church  and government supported school;  building surveyors gave the ok 
and the school councillors were very enthusiastic in wanting this to be a 
community involved project. 
 
Now, at the end of 2018, the classrooms have been built and painted, ready for 
the nursery children who are currently being taught in the church to move into 
their new accommodation. Since the project began at the school in June 2018, 
more children have started to attend the school but about 60% of the children in 
the area still do not attend school, either because they cannot afford the school 
fees of about £5 a term or because the parents cannot see the need for education 
for their children. These new classrooms built in a prominent place  at the top of 
the hill are like a beacon of hope. Hope that all children will receive the education 
which they deserve and hope for the families that they are not a forgotten people, 
God has answered their prayer. 
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Mission Direct will return to this school again in 2019, there is more work to be 
done!   It has been very difficult to attract teachers to work in  this isolated south 
west corner of Uganda. Mud and stick accommodation has been provided for 4 
teachers and the Head Teacher who live on site  during the week and return 
home at the weekend. These stick and mud houses are in dreadful condition and 
it is MD aim next year to provide 5 brick built homes with communal kitchen and 
toilet facilities  to encourage the best teachers to the area. Water is presently 
unavailable at the school, the ground is too sandy for a borehole to be dug, so 2 
large concrete water harvesting containers are planned to be built; one at the 
school and one for the community at the church. The local community are very 
interested in the project and people from the village sometimes came and worked 
alongside the MD volunteers, even working with a baby on a mums back!! 
MD rely on the volunteers to raise money for the project, next year it is estimated 
that £50,000 will be needed for this project to be completed. Please pray for 
volunteers to come forward and finances to be found. Roger and I will probably be 
returning again in 2019!! Watch this space! 
 
Thank you for all your good wishes and prayers when we returned last November 
as part of the staff team. We did get tired with the extra responsibilities ...but 
never too tired. We remained healthy and safe at all times. God is good! It was a 
huge joy to be able to see the classrooms completed by the last small team of 
volunteers for 2018 and to be able to give each child in the school a Christmas 
story book for them to take home and share with their parents and friends. When I 
asked the Head Teacher what he would most like me to bring out on my next trip, 
without hesitation his reply was ‘English Bibles’, so luggage allowance permitting, 
that’s what it will be. South St., Yeovil have just replaced their church bibles, so I 
have plenty of bibles ready to go! We just need to work out when to 
return....almost certainly 2019. 
 
Watch this space! 
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Church News 
 
News from January Church Meeting: 
 

● Those of our fellowship who have passed away since our last meeting were 
remembered in prayer - Joan Cousins, Jean January, Ruth Montacute and 
Pat Higgins. 

● Due to an increase in Ministers stipend from 2019, Dave’s salary will 
increase from £27,300 to £28,140, this means that the new weekly 
requirement will now be £1,104.59. 

● Foyer and Office Alterations - work to improve security at the entrance to the 
church foyer and redesigning the church office space - 2 quotes had been 
received from local building companies and it was agreed to go with DL 
Group at a cost of £12,474.95 with a cap of £14,000 should other 
expenditure be required. 

● Application for membership - Ricky Beasley.  Ricky will be welcomed into 
membership at the communion service on 3rd February. 

 
 

Recommended apps/Websites 
 
Recommended apps - if you have something you use - please let the Editorial 
Team know 

 
 
 
Thank you to Linda Lovell for the 
recommendation for this app which 
she uses for reflective prayer 
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Coffee with ….  
 
Coffee with… is a chance to get to know our members a little bit better in 12 
questions, this time it's Jackie Ellis. 

  

1. How old are you? 
60.  

 

2. Who are your family? 
I live with my dog, Barnaby.l 

 

3. What is your favourite colour? 
I don't really have a favourite colour but i like 
quite bright colours. 

 

4. What is your favourite sport? 
I enjoy watching a lot of sports but mainly 
tennis, football, rugby and cycling. 

  

5. What is your favourite book of the bible? 
At the moment it is Ruth, although I also like 
Ephesians and Galatians. 

 

6. What is your favourite song/hymn? 
         There is two that I really like, ‘There is a redeemer’ and ‘Behold the Lamb’ 

they have lovely words in them that mean a lot. 
  

7. How long have you been attending Yeovil Baptist Church? 
30 years. 
  

8. When and where were you baptised? 
I was baptised at Eastwood Baptist Church, Essex in 1973. 

 

9. What is your role in the church? 
I am an Elder. 

  

10. What is your gift and how do you use it? 
I think that my gift is encouraging people and coming alongside them, 
listening to people when they need it. I try to do that when I can. 

  

11. Do you have any hobbies? 
I enjoy walking and I like walking my dog. I have recently started knitting 
again and am really enjoying it. 
 

12. Can you describe yourself in three words? 
Patient - Resilient - Caring. 
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PUZZLE Page 
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