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How to contact us 
 
 
 
Church Office: 01935 434404 
 
 
Bookings: Pam Downton 01935 422472 
                 pam.downton@talktalk.net 
 
 
Website: www.yeovilbaptistchurch.org.uk 
 
 
Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/yeovilbaptistchurch/ 
 
A large print version of the magazine is available on the website for you to 
view/print. 
 
 
 
 
 
If you would like to contribute to the next magazine (Feb/March, please contact 
one of the Editorial Team below by ?. 
 
Julia Bennett julia.bennett3074@gmail.com 
Linda Bleazard darren.bleazard@sky.com 
Clare Day clare1975.day@btinternet.com 
Chris Redman chris@redman.org.uk 
Sarah Smalley sjhazeldine70@googlemail.com 
Nigel Williams nigel27williams@btinternet.com 
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Letter from the Minister 
 
Have you seen Bohemian Rhapsody yet?  It’s a brilliant film about the pop group Queen and 
their iconic lead singer, Freddie Mercury.  Obviously, I’m far too young(!) to remember them in 
their heyday, but I am a big fan.  One of their most famous tracks and biggest hits was a song 
they did with rock legend David Bowie. It topped the charts in 1981 and started with a bass line 
that soon became famous…can you guess what it is yet?!  Here’s some of the lyrics: 

It's the terror of knowing what this world is about. 
Watching some good friends screaming, "let me out". 

Tomorrow gets me higher, higher, high! 
Pressure on people, people on streets. 

  
Pressure!  Doesn’t that sum up most of Christmas and New Year for many of us?  One 
pressure followed by another: get the cards written…buy presents…send cards before the last 
posting day…put the tree up…get the tree to stay up!…get it decorated…write cards for all the 
people you were hoping to drop off your list this year but have sent you a card…plan Christmas 
meals…plan who’s sitting next to who at the Christmas meals…change the seating plan 
because you’ve just remembered those two need to be kept apart…fit in work/club/ 
friends/Church Christmas parties, gigs & do’s…go shopping…go back to the shops for stuff you 
forgot earlier…wrap presents…drop presents round to various places…try and find five minutes 
to read the book you bought entitled, “how to have a stress-free Christmas”… prepare for 
guests to arrive…clean the house…clean the kids…clean the dog(!)…rush to church…rush 
home…rush back to church again cos in the rush you left Grandma there!... 
…on and on it goes! 
 
New Year is not much better…there are resolutions to make, diets to start, Christmas presents 
to exchange, swap or drop off at the local charity shop!  This time of year can leave us feeling 
constantly Under Pressure!  Could we be any further from the purpose, meaning and timing of 
the first Christmas?  I doubt it!  So, could it be any different this year?  Here’s a few things I’m 
going to try for a less stressful Christmas and happier New Year: 
 
1. Ask myself “why am I doing this?”  As human beings we quite like ruts!  We moan about 
them from time to time and occasionally get out of one rut only to get into another one! It’s good 
to ask, “why am I doing everything I’m trying to do?”…and be brutally honest with the answers. 
2. I’m also trying to think, “what’s the worst thing that could happen if I don’t do that this 
year?” I’m trying to give up at least one bad “Christmas habit” this year! 
3. Look at my diary – God said we should only work 6 days a week, so I need to find a real 
Sabbath day each week of Advent (probably won’t be a Sunday for me…I tend to be busy on 
Sundays!)  I know these days won’t happen unless I plan and write them in red pen! 
4. The Christmas story is jam packed with poor people, immigrants, aliens, strangers…and 
a few farm animals!  So, I want to give up a few things so I can focus on the poor, lonely and 
the outcast.  I’m thinking of going shopping for The Lord’s Larder food bank; help out a charity 
working with the homeless; I’m going to find out if anyone down my street hasn’t got family 
around and is going to be alone for Christmas; I also want to make space to invite my non 
Church, non-Christian neighbours round. 
5. Most important, I’m going to try and let God be God, and not fall into thinking He needs 
me to do everything!  I’m going to trust Him to act in surprising ways, through unexpected 
people bringing unpredictable joy. 
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Will we have a less stressful Christmas?  We’ll soon know won’t we!  But we’ve definitely got to 
make this our aim…less doing…more being the message of Christmas to people around us.  I 
hope, and pray, you and your tribe succeed and this Christmas is your best ever, and its 
followed by a New Year that shows every possibility of God doing great things for you, in you 
and through you – how good would that be! 
  
God bless and keep you, 
 
  

Dave 
 
PS…the song is “Under Pressure”…if you haven’t guessed by now! 
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Christmas Events 
 
 
Saturday 8th December 10 am - singing 
Christmas carols on the church steps and 
hot drinks/mince pies served from the NCL 
 
Church Christmas Tea - 3.30 pm in the 
Iona/Columba room 
 
Saturday 15th December 7 pm - Harmony 
Christmas Concert “It’s Christmas” 
 
 
 
Sunday 16th December am - Nativity Service 
 
 
 
 
Sunday 23rd December - Carols by Candlelight  
5.30 pm 

 
 
 
 
Monday 24th December    4 pm - Christmas Messy Church  

 
11.30 pm - Christmas Late Night  
                  Carols 

 
 
 
Tuesday 25th December 10.30 am -  
Christmas Family Service 
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Christmas Article 
 
An article written by Jeffrey Archer, former MP, on behalf of Cancer Research UK, 
a charity close to both his and his wife’s heart as they have both had cancer. This 
article is being printed inside one of their charity Christmas cards this year.  
 
THE SON OF GOD 
He was born in a barn, his father a carpenter and his mother a decent woman, 
but they were of no significance and certainly couldn’t have afforded to give the 
boy a private education.  And yet, as a teenager, he was arguing the toss with his 
elders and betters in the council chambers. 
 
He never got a proper job, just roamed around the countryside, unshaven and 
living off bread and water and the occasional fish, while offering his opinions to 
those who cared to listen. 
 
He became the manager of a football team known as The Disciples, not one of 
them a star, in fact the 12th man rather let the side down by accepting a transfer 
fee of 30 pieces of silver to play for the opposition. 
 
The authorities eventually arrested him as a rabble-rouser; but couldn’t decide 
what to charge him with, other than the fact he claimed he was the Son of God. 
 
They strung him up with a couple of criminals and when he finally gave up the 
ghost, rather assumed that would be the last they’d hear of him. 
 
The Disciples were relegated at the end of the season, in fact the captain claimed 
on more than one occasion that he’d never been a member of His team. 
 
When He died at the age of 33 there were no obituaries in the local press 
reporting his achievements, no glossy supplements highlighting his colourful 
career, no radio programmes to discuss his legacy and no box sets recording any 
of his miracles. 
 
But then, He’d never relied on focus groups to advise him on current trends, or 
advertising gurus to spend millions promoting his brand, or spin doctors to 
sharpen his image and he didn’t require social media to keep his followers up to 
date, so you could be forgiven for assuming he’d be forgotten in a few days. 
 
So how can you explain that over 2,000 years later, Jesus Christ is still the best 
known celebrity on earth?  
 
Could it just be that He was the Son of God? 
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Weekly Activities 
 

Sunday Services 
 
We meet each Sunday at 10:30 am both at South Street and at 
Lockwood Court  
 

Happy Hour Fellowship 
Meets each Monday at 2:30 pm in Newnam Chapel Lounge 
 
Short service with speaker each week.  Open to all. 
Contact Jan Cook 
 

Harmony 
Meets each Monday at 7:30 pm in Newnam Chapel Lounge 
 
YBC’s singing group, learning new and old worship hymns.  
Contact Sarah Smalley 
 

Girls Brigade 
Meets each Tuesday during term time from 6 pm 
 
Introducing girls aged 4 to 18 to become followers of the Lord 
Jesus Christ through enrichment of life 
Contact Kate Overd 
 

Lockwood Court Fellowship 
Meets each Wednesday at 2:45 pm at Lockwood Court, Stiby Road 
 
Short service with speaker each week, open to all.  
Contact Betty Williams 
 

Boys’ Brigade 
Meets each Wednesday in term time from 6.30 pm 
 
Promoting Christ to boys aged 5 to 18 meeting each week 
for fun activities. 
Contact Andy Voizey 
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Morning Prayers 
Meets each Thursday at 10:30 am in Newnam Chapel Lounge 
 
Meeting with the Lord,  praying for the world, community and church 
family. 
Contact Linda Lovell 
 

Craft Group 
Meets each Thursday at 1 pm - 3 pm in Newnam Chapel 
Lounge 
 
£1 per session - Teaching sessions with card making, 
patchwork and flower arrangement or bring your own materials. 
Contact Anne Plympton 
 

Coffee Morning 
Held each Friday at 10:00 am in the Newman Chapel 
Lounge  
 
Come and join us for coffee and cake in a friendly place 
where you can always find someone to chat with. 
Contact Anna Redman 
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Welcome to the December issue of YBC Youth zone,  
 
In December we celebrate Advent and some adults in this church take part in the 
Bible Society #AdventChallenge which involves doing challenges every day 
(except Sunday).  
 
So this year why not take part in another challenge the #Y.B.C Christmas 
Challenge. Yes, your very own challenge during Advent which involves making, 
looking in the bible and other exciting challenges.  
 
If you would like to share your nativity picture in next months magazine, send 
them in.  
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Before you start the Christmas challenge there is something you have to make. 
 

During the next 3 weeks, as part of the challenge you will be making things to add 
to the bigger picture so before you start you need to make the background.  
 
Remember to cover all surfaces with newspaper or plastic sheets before you start 
any craft activities.  
  
What you need: 

  
Thick card 
Selection of coloured felt 
Wool 
Glue,scissors 
Velcro strips 
White card 
Jewels 
Hole punch 
Chenille sticks (pipe cleaners) 

 
HOW TO MAKE: 

 
 Take the thick card and if needed cut to size, 
cover card with glue. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Put piece of felt on top of the glue on the thick card, it doesn’t 
matter what colour but I have used white. 
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Using the template at the back of the youth 
zone or your own design, cut out the tree 
shape using brown felt, then cut out the top of 
the tree using green, finish off by cutting out 
some leaves in dark green.  

 
 
 
 

Glue the tree together so it looks like this, then glue the 
tree on the background. Cut out the bush using the 
template or your own design and glue it on . 
 

 
Using a hole punch, make two holes at the top 
of the picture, then fix the chenille sticks 
through the holes to make a handle.  

 
 

 
This is the background finished. 
Well done this is your pre challenge complete.  
 
 
 
Extra Challenge  
 
On a piece of paper, write down any goals you want to achieve next year, it 
doesn’t have to be big goals, even if it’s things you want to do better, like I want to 
improve in maths etc.  
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DAY ONE - STABLE  
What you will need: Card, felt, glue, scissors, velcro strips, template. 

 
Using the template at the back of youth zone, 
draw around on some card, then cut out using 
scissors. 

 
 
 

Place the piece on the felt and cut out then glue the felt onto 
the card. 
 

 
 

Turn over and stick on three pieces of 
velcro(white side).  

 
 
 

 
Stick the other side of the velcro on the background 
where you want the stable to go  

 
 

Place the stable onto your pictures. 
 
 
 

As you make the stable, think/pray about people that are homeless around the 
world, think about whats its like to sleep rough, having to find shelter in places like 
barns and shop doors.  
 
Challenge: Think about ways of raising money or give up your pocket money to a 
homeless charity like shelter.  
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DAY TWO. - Helpless/Alone:  
Today take some time to think of situations where you have felt helpless or alone, 
how did it make you feel? Pray for people who live lonely lives, people who don’t 
see or even speak to anyone for days or weeks at a time. Father God please 
touch their lives with your love, Amen.  
 
READ- Psalm 23.  
PHOTO CHALLENGE:  Take a photo of something that reminds you/or 
represents the words Helpless/Alone. Then share it with friends on social media 
using #YBCChristmasChallenge2018.  
 
DAY THREE - Crib  
What you will need: Card, felt, wool, glue, velcro strip, scissors, template  

 
Using the template draw around on the card, 
cut it out, then cut it out of the felt and stick 
together. 

 
 

Decorate with wool so it look likes straw. 
 
 
 
 

Stick on the velcro on the back of the crib and 
on the picture and place the crib in the picture.  

 
 
 

While you are making the crib, think of the crib as somewhere comfortable and 
safe. Think about where you feel safe and comfortable. Think about people who 
don’t feel safe due to wars and other situations. Today please pray for God’s help 
to keep those people throughout the world safe. Amen. 
 
CHALLENGE: Make a point of saying ‘thank you’ to the people in your life who 
make you feel comfortable/safe. Show that you really appreciate what they do for 
you.  
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DAY FOUR - Comfort. 
Today take some time to think about the places or people who comfort you. Thank 
God for these people and places and pray for people who have no one to comfort 
them, or a place where they fill comfort. Father God please help them find people 
who they can talk to and help them find someone who cares. Amen. 
 
READ- 2 Corinthians 1:3-4.  
PHOTO CHALLENGE: Take a photo of a place that reminds you of comfort, or 
represents the word Comfort, Share it with friends on social media with 
#YBCChristmasChallenge2018.  
 
DAY FIVE - Star and Angel.  
What you need- Card, felt, glitter card, sparkle chenille sticks, glue, scissors. 

   
Using the template or using your own design, 
trace or draw on the sparkle card and then cut 
it out, stick on the velcro strip on the back and 
the other side on your picture and put the star 
in place.  

 
 

 
Using the template or your own design, on the card trace 
around and cut out and cover with glue. 

 
 
 

 
On the felt, trace and cut out the shape and 
stick on top of the card.  

 
 
 

Take the face template trace and cut out of the card and stick 
it on. Take the headdress template and trace and cut out 
using the felt, and stick it around the face.  
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Take the templates for the halo and wings, trace around 
using the glitter card and stick on the back of the angel 
like this, using the glitter chenille stick put it around the 
angel middle like a belt. 
 
 

 
  

 
Using felt tips draw on the angel face, then 
stick on the velcro at the back of the angel and 
on the picture then stick the angel on the 
picture.  

 
 
 

 
While you are making the Star/Angel, think about their brightness shining in the 
dark, showing God’s love to all, think about people who don’t know what God is 
like and that we should follow him. Pray for these people, help them to see God’s 
love and to see his shining light in us, Amen. 
 
Challenge: Write down how you shine in things you are good at, we call these our 
talents, look at your list and highlight the things that you are using in your 
everyday life, look at the talents that you are not using. Today think about these 
talents and try to use them more today. 
 
DAY 6 - JOY  
Take some time today to think about the things/people who bring joy to your life, 
however small, a friendly smile even from a stranger can bring joy. Pray that today 
we will bring joy to everyone we meet whether they are people we know or not. 
 
READ- Psalm 126 -2-3.  
PHOTO CHALLENGE: Take a photo of something that brings you joy or represent 
the word joy. Remember to share with friends on social media 
#YBCChristmasChallenge2018. 
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DAY SEVEN - Innkeeper,  
What you need-  Card, felt, wool, glue, scissors, felt tips. 

 
Using  the template or your own design, trace 
around on the card and cut out. 

 
 
 
 
 

Do the same as above but using felt then glue the felt onto 
the card. Then cut out the face and glue in place, 
 
 

 
 

Using the wool or thread tie around the neck 
and waist like this,  

 
 
 
 
 

Using the headdress  template or your own design, trace and 
then cut out the head dress and glue it in place, then with felt 
tips draw on the face, stick on the velcro and put the 
Innkeeper onto your picture.  
 
While you are making the Innkeeper, think of him as a hero, without his help then 
Jesus wouldn’t have had a place to be born, he is in the background, not usually 
in the nativity scene, there are no carols about him but he has a BIG part in the 
story. Today pray and thank God for the people in the background who make 
things happen without any fuss or thanks, Amen. 
 
Challenge- Today think about the people in your life who like the Innkeeper are in 
the background but don’t get any praise for what they do. Today thank these 
people, maybe buy them some chocolate to show they are appreciated.  
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DAY EIGHT - THANKFUL. 
Today think about what we can be thankful for, however small, pray about people 
who are less fortunate than us, people living in poverty, people who don’t have 
much food. Father God we pray these people find help and support, we thank you 
for the charities that help these people by providing food, shelter and friendship. 
Thank you for the volunteers who give up there time to help, Amen. 
 
READ- 1 Timothy 4; 4-5.  
PHOTO CHALLENGE: Take a photo of things you are thankful for, or represent 
the word thankful, remember to share with friends on social media 
#YBCChristmasChallenge2018.  
 
DAY NINE - Donkey.  
What you need - Card, felt, glue, scissors, velcro strip, googly eyes.  

 
Using the template or you own design,trace 
around on the card and on the felt and cut 
them out and glue the felt on the card. Then 
cut out the ears and tail and glue them on, then 
stick on the eyes.  

 
 
 

While you are making the donkey, think about the donkey who just plodded on, 
who didn’t complain, just kept going. Think of people who never complain 
whatever they are going through. Today we pray for people, who just like the 
donkey plodded on, whatever troubles they are going through. Father God we 
pray that these people’s lives are blessed with your love. We pray for people 
throughout the world who have to walk miles to get water or food please give 
them the strength to keep going, Amen.  
 
Challenge: Today try and walk as much as possible, maybe walk instead of 
having a lift or taking the bus. 
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DAY TEN - Patience  
Today we are thinking about patience, think about the times we have to be 
patient, having to wait for things can’t always be easy, even for adults. We all get 
cross and shout at people who get in the way. Today we pray that God will help 
us be more patient and not to get cross, but to show consideration to others, 
Amen. 
 
Read-  Psalm 37-7-9., Proverbs 15-18 , Romans 12-12.  
Photo Challenge: Take a photo of something that represent patience,share with 
friends on social media #YBChristmasChallenge2018.  
 
DAY ELEVEN - Mary and Joseph.  
What you need- Card, felt, wool, glue, scissors, velcro strip, felt tip pens  

 
 
 
Follow the instructions on day 
seven for the Innkeeper but use 
different colour felt and wool to 
make them different.  
 
 
 

While you’re making Mary and Joseph, take some time to think about the people 
who you live with, the people who know you best, whether its parents, 
grandparents, or other family members, or other special people, think about all 
they do for you. Dear Father God please pray for the special people in our lives, 
thank you for the time we share together and help us to respect and value them 
more. We pray for people who don’t have special people in their lives for whatever 
reason, bless them today with your love, let them know someone cares and loves 
them very much, Amen. 
 
Challenge- In the bible Exodus 20-12, Colossian 3-20,Ephesians 6-1 it tells us to 
respect our parents, so today help those people in your lives. Help them with jobs 
around the house, to make their lives easier, say an extra thank you, Make them a 
drink and be respectful.  
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DAY TWELVE - Love. 
In the bible it tells us to love one another. Think today about what love means, 
who in your life do you love? Think about people you don’t love, maybe even 
dislike, what stops us loving everyone and how can we show love to those people 
as God wants us too. 
 
Father God please help us love those people we don’t get on with, let us see the 
good in everyone, we pray for people that don’t have anyone to love them, send 
your love to those people, Amen. 
 
Read- 1 Corinthians 13;2, Song of Solomon 8;7, Proverbs 3;3-4, 1 John 4;16 
Photo challenge- Take a photo of someone or something you love, or something 
that represents love, remember to share with friends on social media 
#YBCChristmasChallenge2018.  
 
DAY THIRTEEN- Shepherds 
What you need- Card, felt, wool, felt tips pens, glue, scissors, velcro strips.  

 
 
Follow the instructions on day seven for 
the Innkeeper, just use different coloured 
felt. Then using the template for the Staff 
trace on the felt, cut out and glue onto the 
shepherd. Make 3 shepherds. 
 
 
 
 
 

While your making the shepherds think about how the shepherds felt when the 
angel appeared, how would you have felt, maybe you would have laughed it off 
not believing what you saw or maybe you believed straight away, how can we be 
more believing in things that we experience now, or do we believe in things that 
are not true? How can we tell the difference, listen to God, and pray. 
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Challenge - Today try and talk to people who are not believers or not liked, try to 
find out if others are right about them, try to show God’s love in their lives.  
DAY FOURTEEN - COURAGE.  
Today think about when we might show courage. Where does are courage come 
from? It comes from the Lord, he has given courage to lots of people throughout 
the bible, these people who with Gods courage, stood up to wrong or showed 
courage and went where God wanted. The Shepherds showed courage and left 
their sheep on the hillside to go and see baby Jesus. Think today how we can be 
courageous and you never know you may even change someone's life. 
 
READ- 1 Chronicles 28;20, Deuteronomy 31;6-8, Joshua 1;9-11  
PHOTO CHALLENGE: Take a photo which represents the word courage 
remember to share with friends on social media, #YBCChristmasChallenge2018 
 
DAY FIFTEEN - Kings,  
What you need - Card, felt, glitter foam, wool, glue, scissors, felt tip pens, jewel 
stickers. 

 
Follow the instructions from day seven the 
Innkeeper but use different colour felt and 
wool and make 3 kings. Then using the 
template for the crowns, trace around on 
the glitter foam, cut out, stick on the jewels 
and glue on the Kings heads. Using felt 
make 3 presents and stick them on.  

 
While your making the Kings, think about the Kings wisdom, why were they called 
the wise men. Can everyone be wise and what makes us wise. As we get older do 
we become more wiser?.  
 
CHALLENGE- Today try and learn a new skill, be like the Kings and maybe find 
out about star gazing, what things can we see in the night sky. Think about 
something you would love to learn, maybe a musical instrument, new dance, or 
something else. Write down some new skills and try and find out how you could 
achieve this dream. 
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DAY SIXTEEN - Trusting. 
 
Today think about trust, who do we trust?, Who do you put your trust in? Do we 
trust God to show us the right way or do we know best, think about all the people 
in the bible who did trust God like Mary and Joseph. The Kings who trusted God 
not to go back to Herod and tell him where Jesus was. I expect you can think of 
lots of others as well. Today we pray that we will all trust in God, even if we have 
to do things that make us uneasy or out of our comfort zone, please give us 
strength to carry on and to be more trusting of others even though everyone else 
may not, Amen. 
 
Read- Psalm 9;10, Psalm 13;5, Psalm 56;3, Proverbs 3;5-6. Daniel 6;23, Romans 
15;13.  
Photo challenge- Take a photo that helps us to be more trusting, maybe a person 
you trust or something that represent the word trust. Remember to share with 
friends on social media #YBCChristmasChallenge2018.  
 
DAY SEVENTEEN - BABY JESUS,  
 
What you need- card, felt, wool, glue, scissors, felt tip pens, velcro strips. 
 
 

  
 
Using the baby Jesus template, trace around on the card, and cut out. Do the 
same on the felt and stick on the card, cut out the face and stick on with glue. Tie 
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some wool around the middle. Then stick on the velcro strip at the back and on 
the picture and place baby Jesus in the crib.  
While you make baby Jesus think about him, how he came as a tiny baby just like 
we did, think about where he was born in a cold stable and not a warm palace. 
Think about why that might have been.  
 
Challenge - Have another look at the list of things you’re good at from day 5, have 
you managed to use some talents that you didn’t before. Highlight in another 
colour the talents you’re using now, that you weren’t before. If they’re ones you 
still haven’t shown or you have thought of others since the challenge, then add 
them to your list. Ask a friend to make a list of your talents and then compare both 
list, were you surprised, were there any differences?  
 
DAY EIGHTEEN - Celebrate.  
 
Well done for completing # YBC Christmas Challenge 2018, with your nativity 
picture finished today we are celebrating Christmas, so today look at your picture 
and think about all that we have done over the last 3 weeks. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Read - Matthew chapter 1-2 and Luke chapter 1-2. These both tell the Christmas 
story but for different audiences one for the Jews the other written for the 
Gentiles.  
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Challenge - Think about if Jesus was born in 2018. What things would be the 
same and what things would be different. Write the story of Jesus birth in 2018.  

Templates: 

Stable  
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Monthly Activities 
 
Encounter 
Meets monthly on the 1st Friday at 
7 pm in the Sanctuary 
 
A chance to encounter God in a 
variety of ways. From lively music to 
quiet prayer space each month is 
different but the aim is the same, to 
learn, to grow and deepen our faith in 
God.  All ages welcome to join in this 
time of fellowship.  
 
 
 
 

Contact Nigel Williams 

 Bible Society Book Club 
Meets monthly on the 3rd Friday at 
7pm venue TBC 
 
 
Following the Bible Society Bible Club 
structure, opportunity to look deeper at 
the bible. 
Books for the next few months are: 
 
December - No Meeting 
January - Ezra & Nehemiah 
February - Job and Proverbs 
 
Contact Sarah Smalley 

  

 Breakfast Talk 
Meets every couple of months 
 
£5 for a full breakfast. 
 
2019 Dates: 
19th January - Paul Chatfield 
9th Mar 
4th May 
13th July 
14th September 
9th November 
 
Contact Keith Andrews 

   

Solid Rock 
Meets fortnightly (see website for details) 
Open to all young people from Year 7 to age 18, a chance to socialise and learn 
more about God.  
 
Contact Nigel Williams 
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Church News 
 
Induction of Dave - it was lovely to see so many family and friends, from all 
parts of the country, joining us for Dave’s induction in October.  Rev’s Derek 
Hills, Andy Baker and Nigel Manges all took a particular part in the service. 
At the end we were greeted with home made chocolates and fellowship 
continued afterwards with refreshments in the Iona/Columba room.  A great 
occasion for us all.  Welcome Dave. 
 
News from October/ November Church Meetings 
October: 

● Church Office Coordinators job description was discussed and suggested 
amendments were made. 2 applications have been received and interviews 
will take place on Thursday 29 November 2018. 

● A donation of £1,000 has been received from the legacy of Mrs Gwen 
Whiteside.  Suggested new NIV bibles be purchased. 

● A new cooker has been installed in the church kitchen. 
● Safeguarding training - 11 May 2019 at YBC this is for all group leaders and 

helpers of organisations. 
● BMS Link Missionaries - as the Chadwell family have now returned to the 

UK, Dave is looking for links with new BMS missionaries who are in real 
need of support.  Item for the new year. 

November: 
● Expanding the Eldership - elections for 2 further Elders were held at a 

Special Church Meeting.  Jackie Ellis and Linda Lovell were elected. 
● Alpha Course starting on Sunday 13th January 2019 for 9 weeks.  

5.30 pm - 7.30 pm.  Open to all - more information to follow. 
● Forecast for 2019 was agreed.  A weekly offering of £1,083.90 will be 

required to meet the agreed forecast. 
● Room Alterations - for reasons of security, general awareness of visitors, 

wasted space and unsuitability of some areas , suggestions of what could 
be done to improve this area were put by Dave H.  He has asked everyone 
to think, listen and pray about what could be done to improve this area - 
further discussion would take place at the January church meeting. 
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Farewell 2018, Welcome 2019 
 
As 2018 comes to a close, I would like to take this opportunity of thanking 
everyone for all their support during this last year whilst in our pastoral vacancy. 
 
Everyone has played a part in keeping the church ticking over.  We were very 
fortunate in having Rev Derek Hills as our Moderator and he lead us so wisely but 
there were always other jobs/tasks to do and it was such a blessing to have so 
many of you helping out in lots of different ways.  I don’t want to mention anyone 
in particular, as I know I will miss someone out, but you have all played such an 
important part during our pastoral vacancy - ‘thank you’.  
 
Although Dave is now with us, it doesn’t mean he has to do everything, we are all 
part of Yeovil Baptist Church and we can continue to use our gifts/talents  for the 
work of the Lord in 2019. 
 
Have a blessed Christmas. 
 
Linda 
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Coffee with …. Linda Bleazard 
 
Coffee with… is a chance to get to know our members a little bit better in 12 
questions, this time it's Linda. 

  

1. How old are you? 
60.  

 

2. Who are your family? 
I have been married to Darren for 37 years 
and have 2 children - Simon (30) who lives in 
Paignton with Adele and they have a lovely 
little boy called Jordan (3, just after 
Christmas) and Helen (28) who lives in 
Yeovil 

 

3. What is your favourite colour? 
Have to say colours I’m afraid - blue, pink 
and purples 

 
4. What is your favourite sport? 

I used to play badminton for many years and also ran the Bristol Half 
Marathon but now I keep fit by going to the gym and fitness classes.  I also 
like watching football (Man Utd) and especially Simon and Helen’s football 
matches so that does mean a fair bit of travelling around the country. 

  
5. What is your favourite book of the bible? 

I must confess I don’t have a particular favourite, they all say something to 
me in their own different way.  I do like Titus though, it was a book I read in 
my early years of being a Christian ‘grace teaches us to live now in a wise 
and right way and in a way that shows we serve God’. I hope that in 
everything I do, wherever I am, people can see I serve God and He is my 
Saviour. 
 

6. What is your favourite song/hymn? 
         Ok, this is where there’s not enough space on the page!  As most of you 

know I do love music and there are so many lovely songs that touch my 
heart, but if I had to pick 2 then currently they would be ‘There is a higher 
throne’ and ‘I the Lord of Sea and Sky - Here I am Lord’.  Such beautiful, 
poignant words and lovely music. 

  
7. How long have you been attending Yeovil Baptist Church? 

28 ½ years. 
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8. When and where were you baptised? 
I was baptised by Rev Philip Gathercole at Milton Baptist Church, 
Weston-Super-Mare in 1974. 

 
9. What is your role in the church? 

I am the Church Secretary.  This is my 11 year in post. 
  
10. What is your gift and how do you use it? 

I believe my gifts are administration and organisation, very useful in my role 
as Church Secretary and also in my full time job as a School Secretary. 
I also love to play the piano and sing.  I led our previous church singing 
group ‘Hymneo’ for 22 years. 

  
11. Do you have any hobbies? 

Love going off in our caravan / walking with our dog Cassie / crafts 
 

12. Can you describe yourself in three words? 
Caring - Organised - Serving 
 

Many thanks to Linda  for this interview. 
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Puzzle Pages 
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Colouring Page 
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Christmas Recipe 
 
Did you know that gingerbread has a spiritual side?  Baking and eating 
gingerbread men at Christmas isn’t just about having more cookies. You can 
actually use the gingerbread to teach others about the spiritual significance of 
Christmas! 
 
How to use gingerbread to teach about Jesus 
The Bible tells us that Jesus is the Bread of Life. 
 
“Jesus said to them, “Very truly I tell you, it is not Moses who has given you the 
bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true bread from heaven. 
For the bread of God is the bread that comes down from heaven and gives life to 
the world.”   “Sir,” they said, “always give us this bread.” 
 
Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never go 
hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.  (John 6:32-35 NIV) 
 
Bread is often used to represent his body, just as in the Last Supper.  But what 
specifically makes gingerbread meaningful?  It’s the heavy spices that remind us 
of another essential part of who Jesus was, and his gift to mankind.  
 
Taking Jesus’ body, the two of them wrapped it, with the spices, in strips of 
linen. This was in accordance with Jewish burial customs. (John 19:40 NIV) 
 
Burial spices…It wasn’t just the gift of his presence that he gave when he came to 
the world.  In becoming flesh, Jesus prepared himself to make the ultimate 
sacrifice, death.  Even at Christmas, when we celebrate his birth, we are 
reminded of the rest of the story–his death, burial, and resurrection. 
 
A man of bread, laden with spices, represents Jesus, the Bread of Life, who came 
in human form, died for our sins, to give us life everlasting. 
 
Baking gingerbread men has become an essential part of Christmas celebrations. 
As you mix up the dough, ask yourself the following: 
 
“Remember how Jesus came to be the Bread of Life?  What does that mean?” 
 
“We put in lots of spices…what do the spices remind us of?” 
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Gingerbread Men (and Women) 
 
Ingredient 
For the gingerbread men 
350g plain flour, plus extra for rolling 
1 level tsp bicarbonate soda 
2 rounded tsp ground ginger 
110g unsalted butter, cubed 
175g Muscovado Cane Sugar 
1 large egg, beaten 
4 tbsp Golden Syrup 
 

For the icing 
1 large egg white 
175g Icing Sugar 
 
  

Equipment: 
Gingerbread man cutter 
Greased Baking Trays 
Piping bag with plain nozzle 

Put the flour, bicarbonate of soda and ginger into a mixing bowl. Rub the butter in 
with your fingertips until the mixture resembles fine breadcrumbs, then add the 
sugar. Make a well in the centre, stir in the egg and Golden Syrup and mix with a 
wooden spoon to make a soft smooth dough. 
 
Preheat the oven to 190°C/170°Fan, 375°F, Gas 5. 
 
Turn the dough out onto a lightly floured surface and knead to bring together. Roll 
out thinly to 5mm (¼”) and stamp out the gingerbread men with the cutter. 
 
Transfer to the baking trays with a palette knife, spaced slightly apart. 
 
Bake in the oven for 10-12 minutes until slightly darkened. Cool for a few minutes 
until firmed up then transfer to a wire rack to cool completely. 
 
For the icing, lightly whisk the egg white in a mixing bowl and gradually sift over 
the Icing Sugar. Mix well to make a good consistency for piping, rather like 
toothpaste.  
 
Spoon into the piping bag, ice the gingerbread men and leave the icing to harden 
for a few hours. Store in an airtight container. 
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